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Council plans to make good on election promises

By Suhayl Santana

Student council is up and running. Marble Hill’s
new student government is trying hard to turn their
plans into actions.

Some of these plans include bake sales, bagel
sell-offs and dress-up days. They are even planning
a special gift for the seniors.

In addition to making plans for this year and
next, the council has already had to deal with some
unexpected changes in leadership. Last month, 10th
grader Carlos Paulino became president after 11th
grader Hassan Farrukh stepped down for personal
reasons.

Two months earlier on March 1, Marble Hill
students voted for their new student council offi-
cials. Hassan won the presidency by just a few
votes.

Eleventh grader Louisa Afriyie was voted treas-
urer, 10th grader Iliana Martinez was voted secre-
tary and Carlos was voted vice president.

The runners up in the election expressed sup-
port for their classmates.

Presidential candidates Denia Khalid, a ninth
grader, Daniel Garris, a 10th grader, and Emmanuel
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Obasuyi, a 10th grader,
agreed with the results of
the vote. “This is what the
student body wanted,”
Emmanuel stated.

Still, some students
were not too happy about
the outcome.

Former student council
member Darnel Peterson, a
12th grader, said, “I am not
pleased with the results,
but I hope [the new student
council members] do better
then in the past.”

It is clear that the Mar-
ble Hill student body has
mixed views on their new
student council, but it is
even clearer that this stu-
dent council is working
hard for change.

“It's a bit stressing but

we're going to make it work, if not for this year then
for next,” stated Iliana, the student council secretary.

Inside The Glohe

Talent show
Darling Lopez eviews
the ups and downs of

talent showGet a play-

which some shined,
some stumbled and all
laughed. In addition,
read her behind-the-
scenes interviews on the
much talked-about
peanut butter-and-jell
skit.

News, page 4

lliana Martinez, Louisa Afriyie and Carlos Paulino lead Marble Hill’s new
student government, which took power this March in a close election.
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Student council meets every Tuesday after
school at 4 p.m.
Best of luck to the new student government.
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Students share culture,

traditional clothing at

international day event
By Ting Ting Cao

Jaleesa Myers came to school last year wearing a
gold-colored, traditional Chinese dress. But she’s
not even Chinese. Jaleesa, now a 12th grader, said,
“I didn’t have anything to wear for the traditional
day. Since I went to China, I thought it would be a
great idea.”

This year, Marble Hill celebrated its international
clothing day on May 26. Many students wore tradi-
tional clothes that represented their heritages.

Some students wore a gi pao(pronounced CHEE
pow), the kind of Chinese dress Jaleesa wore last
year. The qi pao is the Chinese traditional clothing
for girls. It's just like a one-piece dress. There are
two kinds of gi pao: one is short above the knee,
another is long down to the feet. The color of a qi
pao is always darker than the color of the flowers on
it. The qi pao is nice but now people are not wearing
it that much, except when they get married. The
bride will wear a qi pao at the feast. Some girls
might wear it as a uniform when working at a dim
sum (Chinese) restaurant. One Chinese student, a
Marble Hill 10th grader, agrees with this and said, “I
think I will wear it only in my [wedding] feast.”

In past Chinese culture, the traditional dress was
more complicated then now. A few hundred years
ago, the emperor wore a yellow robe, called a
dragon pao. The dragon is symbolic of China, and
only the emperor could wear clothing with a
dragon. The qi pao was made by the Manchus (a
Chinese ethnic minority), but the Han people (the
majority ethnic group) also adopted it and contin-
ued to use it. Qi pao is a clothing bridge between the
Manchus and the Han.

Teenagers in China now will not wear the qi pao
because they think it is too traditional. Tenth
grader Min Qing Chen said, “The qi pao makes
girls more lady-like, but people are not wearing it
because I think it’s too traditional for now.” Teen-
agers now wear clothing in Japanese and Hong
Kong styles. They like to mix and match colors,
hair styles, different clothes and ornaments. For
example, they like to match colorful socks with
short-pants. Compared to American fashion, Chi-
nese fashion is more colorful and stylistic. But
people should wear what they want to wear, no
matter what the culture or style.

Some people like Chinese traditional dresses. One
11th grader said “I want to buy one if I go to China.”
People can go to Chinatown to search for whatever
clothes they want. On Canal street there is one tradi-
tional Chinese clothing store, and on East Broadway
there are many stores where you can buy Chinese
dresses now. Go and have a look.

Regents exams add up
to advanced diploma

By Ana Capois

One senior considers the Regents examinations a
waste of time. This young female is concerned about
getting the Regents diploma in order to graduate
from high school. The anonymous student said: “It’s
not fair that I had to take eight Regents exams,
failed one, and just because of one I can’t get an
advanced Regents diploma.”

Passing the Regents is important in order to gradu-
ate from high school. At least five Regents exams
should be passed with a grade of 65 or above. Pass-
ing the Regents is also important to get into some
colleges, because some of those colleges look at your
Regents examinations grade in order to determine if
you are eligible or not to go to college.

In order to get an advanced Regents diploma the
students must pass eight Regents exams with an
average of 65 or above.

There are other diplomas that a student can get and
go to college within New York State. There is the
regular Regents diploma and the local diploma. You
can get the local diploma by passing just five re-
gents with a score of 55 or above. This diploma can
be accepted in any community colleges and many of
the regular colleges.

Many seniors don’t really care about whether they
get the Regents diploma or the local diploma, but
there are many students who feel that they should
get a better diploma for taking all those Regents that
they took. Senior Antonio Devers said: “It's a waste
of time to take seven Regents rather than five to get
my local diploma.” Another senior Gissell Lebron
says that she doesn’t really care about getting any of
the Regents diplomas. She said that she passed all
the Regents that she needs to be able to graduate
from high school.

You can pass the Regents with a score of 55 or above
to be eligible for the local diploma, but that does not
mean that you are going to be able to graduate from
high school. You still need to make sure you have all
the credits you need to graduate by passing enough
classes each year.

Hard work pays off
for top 12th graders

By Ting Ting Cao

Marble Hill is a young school. This is its fourth year
and the first time students will graduate. Some of
the best seniors are set to go on to some of the best
universities next year.

Two of Marble Hill’s brightest are Daniel Yi and
Olabisi Sobowale. They have two of the highest
averages in the school and were accepted to many
colleges. Daniel will attend Pennsylvania State
University, and Olabisi will go to Middlebury Col-
lege.

Olabisi chose to go to this college, which is located
in Vermont in the town of the same name, after
receiving an impressive financial aid package.

She said the payment for each year will be about
$44,570. With financial aid and the scholarship she
got, the college will pay about $36,060 dollars for
her each year. She will only need to pay about
$8,510 dollars each year to attend this good college.
“I feel very lucky that I will be paying less for a
college that costs a lot.” Olabisi said.

Olabisi is a student who studies very hard and
has given a lot. She also joined many activities
while at Marble Hill, such as Building With
Books, and the Model United Nations at City Hall
program. She also participated in Lehman College
programs and an internship at the Jewish Home
and Hospital.

Olabisi will major in biology. “Hopefully, after col-
lege, I will be going to a medical school for another
four years or get a job at a hospital,” she said.

Daniel has decided to go to Penn State in University
Park, Pennsylvania. He will need to pay about
$32,000 per year, he said. The financial aid he will be
getting is about $10,000 per year. “I am proud that I
can go to this college,” Daniel said.

He is a guy who works to make everything per-
fect. While at Marble Hill, Daniel joined many
clubs. He participated in Building With Books, the
origami club, debate club and chess club. He also
had an internship at the Chinese Institute. He has
been in the U.S. only 5 years. His average is in the
high 90s, and one of the highest in his class. Dan-
iel’s major in college will be chemical engineering,
he said.

There are over 70 seniors in Marble Hill’s first
graduating class.

The students who are juniors need to work hard to
get into a good college and to prepare for college
work. Eleventh graders need to start looking for
schools now, getting to know more about them and
choosing the one that best fits their needs.

The Globe, June 2006



By Erick Vargas

Sitting on the ground behind a hut in a rural village
in Senegal, students from Marble Hill felt like they
were becoming a part of the community while eat-
ing with villagers. Students and their counterparts
dined on Senegalese couscous, which is a grainy
type of pasta. A freshly slaughtered goat that had
just been cooked was also part of the meal.

Many confused looks were on the villagers’ faces.
The students from Marble Hill in most ways tried to
eat traditionallyN barefoot on the ground and eating
with their hands. Watching Americans try to eat
with their hands and making a mess must have
been quite a sight for some of the hosts.

It was one of many learning experiences that the
eight Marble Hill students went through on their
three-week trip to Senegal, which began at the end
of February. The exchange was part of the
U.S-Senegal Young Leaders Project. Five juniors,
three sophomores and three teachers were selected
by Marble Hill staff to participate in the project.
After their return to the U.S., the students and
teachers hosted eight Senegalese students and two
teachers who visited our school in March and April.

Many of the villagers in Senegal seemed confused
by the different appearances of these American
students who had come from New York City, espe-
cially in terms of skin color. One villager ap-
proached one of the Senegalese host students and
asked, “Why are they so light?”

The Americans, who did not know much about
Senegalese culture, especially in the villages, had
many misconceptions, too. But they were able to see

The U.S.-éehel Young Leaders

new things, such as living in a hut and slaughtering
a goat for dinner.

In this village of Khoule, Marble Hill students par-
ticipated in community service projects, including
painting classrooms and helping students write
letters to a school in New Jersey that had sent dona-
tions.

The Senegalese who participated in the project were
students and teachers at the Lycee Galandou Diouf,
a school in the capital Dakar. Together with their
Marble Hill partners, they had the chance to spend
some time in the countryside as part of the project.

Ibrahima Dijite, a Senegalese participant from the
Lycee Galandou Diouf, said that he liked the village
a lot and the experience. “I would visit it again es-
pecially on holidays,” Ibrahima said.

Many of the participants felt the same way. Teacher
chaperones Ms. Larson and Ms. Chatham kept on
reminding students to mingle and learn new things.

In the village, participants had to interview certain
individuals throughout the village. Topics such as
religion, medicine and the roles of men and women
were discussed in the interviews.

The religious leader of Khoule, Imam Meukheury
Babh, said that the exchanges “help to understand
people from different places. But more important for
us, it helps the people of the village so we can get

help.”

The interviews were then turned into articles for the
U.S-Senegal Young Leaders Project. The program
required students to write articles, conduct inter-
views and perform community service.

Project

“Everyone who is experiencing a cultural difference
would have conflicts and difficulties, but they
should be solved through talking, mingling and
agreements, instead of anger and aggression,” said
Ms. Larson, the coordinator for the project.

Visiting Khoule for the exchange program was a
place to experience a big portion of the trip.

When the Senegalese participants visited New York
City and Marble Hill, they had similar goals.
Ibrahima said they experienced things like never
before. “I told my host what I am doing in New
York because I never thought I would be in a place
like this,” he said.

Many said they were impressed by the massive
architecture, technology and way of life in New
York. The Senegalese learned to adapt to the change
of leaving Senegal and their families for their first
time and to experience the same types of things
their Americans counterparts went through.

In past years, Marble Hill has also participated in
other international exchange programs, including
ones with schools in Turkey and China.

Eleventh grader Erick Vargas and Ibrahima
Djite were partners in this student-exchange
program that first brought Americans to Dakar,
then Senegalese to New York City.

Marble Hill School for International Studies
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Marble Hill shows

off science skills at
Bronx regional fair

By Suhayl Santana

I H‘l--l.ﬂ J

It was one of Marble Hill’s many first experiences,
and it turned out to be another successful showing
for the school. This year’s regional science fair was
held April 6-8 at Lehman College. Students from
schools all over Region One in the Bronx, including
students from Marble Hill, came together to present
projects from their science classes. “Even though
this was our first time doing this I think we did a
pretty good job,” said senior Musie Ghebremedhin,
one of the Marble Hill participants in this year’s fair.

Presenters were in charge of representing Marble
Hill in a good manner and being prepared to an-
swer any questions about their science fair projects.
Two different students were chosen to represent
Marble Hill on each day of the fair. Plus, they had to
share their knowledge of different aspects of science
with hundreds of attendees, including other stu-
dents, teachers and, most importantly, the regional
representatives.

“The science fair was a wonderful way to work on
presentational skills, and it was fun to see other
students present their knowledge, too,” stated sen-
ior Olabisi Sobowale, who also presented at the fair.

Science projects from two Chemistry classes were
displayed as well as two from the AP Biology class.
Kimberly Huacon stated, “I was a bit nervous be-
cause there were so many people. But I enjoyed
myself.”

So in the end, how well did Marble Hill students
actually do in the science fair? According to Mr.
Meek, the AP Biology teacher, the regional repre-
sentatives were very impressed with the school’s
presentations. Mr. Meek said one stated that he
would make sure to mention Marble Hill, and how
well the students did, during his next regional
meeting.

“I am very proud to know how well all of our stu-
dents did, not only the presenters, but the students
who helped in creating each project,” Mr. Meek said.

Talent show features

fashion, fun, surprises
By Darling Lopez

It was a night full of energy, music, fashion and a lot
of surprises, minus the everyday Marble Hill dress
code. Things were different this March 31, the date
of the school’s talent and fashion show.

While the audience waited for the start of the show
they saw some students prepare to perform, includ-
ing senior Oscar Urbina, who set up the stage
equipment, and senior Princess Rosa, who went
through her lines to make sure that she would shine.
And that's exactly what she did as the host of the
show. The cue that the show was about to start was
Jennifer Lopez’s “Let’s Get Loud.” Then, ASPIRA
Coordinator Janice Vasquez greeted the audience.

The fashion show started and everyone looked flaw-
less, like Marble Hill’s own supermodels. The audi-
ence seemed completely impressed with how well
coordinated it was and with all the attitude, sass
and class that was expressed. Princess, as the host of
the talent show, made a grand entrance with a cute
little dance to Beyoncé’s “Crazy In Love”—and the
audience was going crazy to see what more would
come. One of the first acts was sophomore Iliana
Martinez, who broke the ice by singing a song in
Spanish by the group Aventura before being carried
off stage by a clown. We definitely saw a bit of eve-
rything, from singing to dancing to acting. There
was a bit of improvisation, and some missed steps
and lines, but the students always brushed off their
mistakes and continued.

As the show neared its end the audience definitely
got a surprise they enjoyed, in the form of a per-
formance by teachers Mr. Barreto, Mr. Ciaccio, Ms.
Olsen and Mr. Meek. It was definitely one of the
most enjoyable performances of the night. Surpris-
ingly, it was actually a last minute thing and only
rehearsed for about 10 minutes before the actual
performance, the teachers said. It was impressive to
see the teacher get up there and perform, especially
when some had never really done a performance
before. Such was the case with Science teacher Mr.
Meek, who said it was his “first talent show ever”
and that he “never even heard the song until [right]
before the dance.”

The concept of the performance was great. The
teachers danced to a peanut butter-and-jelly theme,
in which Mr. Barreto and Ms. Olsen were the bread,
Mr. Meek was the jelly and Mr. Ciaccio was the
peanut butter. Mr. Ciaccio and Mr. Meek ran across
stage slipping around because they had no shoes,
and because they didn’t want to get crushed in be-
tween the “bread” and get mixed with each other.

This definitely gives students the hint that they
might be able to see more than just your standard
lesson in class from now on. You really never know
what to expect at a Marble Hill event.

Aventura performs
OGodGwork at MSG

By Geraldine Mena

Aventura's God's Pojectconcert was a once in a
lifetime experience held earlier this March at Madi-
son Square Garden.

Aventura is a young, multitalented pop group that
sings in Spanish and is classified as an international
band. The arena was filled with people from various
cultures, including Dominicans, Puerto Ricans,
Mexicans, blacks and whites. Having small things in
common like music really can bring people from
different cultures together.

“The God's Project concert was the best ever,” Marble
Hill senior Ashanty Romero said. “It beat out all the
other concerts. You never know what to really expect
from Aventura. They are unpredictable and gorgeous.”

The group has been together since 1995. It consists
of four main members: Anthony Santos, Henry
Santos, Lenny Santos and Mikey Santos.

"I don't really like anyone in the group, but I do
enjoy their songs,” senior Sharon Busani said. “I do
admire Anthony Santos, though. He is very talented
and has a sweet voice and exposes his true feelings
throughout his songs.”

Anthony "Romeo" Santos, 24, is the lead singer of
the band. He became a member of a choir at the age
of 12. He is now known for his writing skills. He
writes his own songs and composes for others as
well. Henry "Hustle Hard" Santos, 25, who is related
to Romeo, is the group's back-up singer and is also a
composer. He moved to New York to expand his
talent. Mikey "Max Agende" Santos, 24, is the bass
player of the group and a rap artist. Max defines
himself as a rock lover and is known for bringing
elements of rock into Aventura's sound. Lenny "Len
Melody" Santos, 24, is Mikey's brother. Lenny fell in
love with music at the age of 15. He then decided to
experiment by blending two of his favorite types of
music, hip-hop and bachata.

"No one can top Aventura,” said senior Tanisha
Kane. “Their songs are just right. They're meaning-
ful and heart felt."

The Globe, June 2006



Why I Write Poetry

By Erika Figueroa

For a year I had no TV because the cable bill got too
high so my mom decided to cut it off. A couple of
days after I accepted the fact that I had no TV, I just
started scribbling on some paper, and it eventually
turned into poetry. In eighth grade I really started
writing. Writing poetry became my hobby.

I eventually started writing in notebooks. To date, I
have 37 notebooks containing hundreds of poems
written by me. I'm now working on my 38th.

My ideas and inspirations come from my past expe-
riences, my family, friends, experiences that other
people have gone through or are going through, and
things going on in the world.

One poem that I wrote, which is in my 36th note-
book, is called “This Is Me.” Here is one part I like:
“This is me, no I'm not perfect but neither is anyone
else/I used to talk about my issues but now I'm
starting to keep to myself.” This quote is clearly
saying how I'm not perfect and how I'm starting not
to trust as many people anymore. My mom, and a
couple of other family members were the inspira-
tion for me to write this.

Eleventh grader Veronica Santiago said the poem is
“very interesting and most parts of it I feel I can
relate to.”

Two of my favorite poems are called, “Photograph”
and “Crumbled Letter.”

In “Photograph” I talk about how my relationship
with my parents isn't all there and how much their
break up really hurt me.

A LT

Humanities teacher Ms. Esber says the poem has a
message that “is really powerful and a lot of people
can relate to it either because of experience or be-
cause you can feel the emotion of the poem and
they’ll be able to understand.”

In “Crumbled Letter,” which reads, “Your footprints
lie in my imaginary truth/I'm turning my secret
into a lie, I want to stop loving you,” I write about
how what once was love is now starting to fade. It’s
about me saying I don’t want to love anymore.
“Crumbled Letter” is one of the best poems I've
written, I think.

“Ilike it,” says eleventh grader Stephanie Small. “It
makes me think of when you get hurt—the person you
open to is the one that hurts you, and when a good
person comes along, you close yourself up to them.”

To me, poetry is a way of expressing myself. It's a
way of saying what I have to say without having to
worry about someone else’s opinion. It's my
thoughts mixed with my ideas and creativity.

Photograph

A poem by Erika Figueroa

Look at this photograph

This was something that didn’t last

It was in my hands, so easy to grab

But it was something I wasn’t meant to have.
Great at first but gone so fast

One love that decided to crash.

Something I thought I could surpass

Till the day I realized I'd

Always have this broken glass.

It seemed their love was meant to be

Till mommy said daddy had to leave.

And now their past is in my photographic memory

They don’t know how much it means to me.

I wish I could look at this picture and laugh

But it hurts to know how quickly it collapsed.

I pray to God my marriage won't be a reflection of

my mom and dad

I want it to be true joy which I have never had ...

I get teary eyed like Missy

But mommy’s still not trying to hear me.

I hide my sadness behind my eyes

Because daddy still won’t apologize

And mommy still blamed me for her messed up life

As if I was the one who made her walk down in

white.

She says she cries at night

And sometimes can’t sleep at all

It's not my fault her marriage came to a fall.

I came two years after she accepted that ring,

Sometimes I wish I didn’t so I wouldn't feel this

happening.

It's funny ‘cause they looked so happy

And that’s the way it should be when two people
Continued on page 6

Comic convention brings art, bIm superheroes to New York City

By William Dundon

Con was the special-event schedule. The first day of Comic Con was sched-
uled as Sci-Fi Friday and hosted by TV’s Sci-Fi Channel.

The first annual New York Comic Con brought legendary DC Comics artist

Jim Lee to the Jacob Javits Center in Manhattan this February. Lee is best
known for his ink renditions of two of the most famous superheroes—Bat-

man and Superman.

“Jim Lee’s work is the best of most works out there,” said senior

Indar Supersad. “His drawings are so detailed.”

The detail Lee puts into his work is amazing and makes the work
instantly recognizable as his. “His drawings are consistent and the

details are crazy,” said senior Emmanuel Reyes.

The weekend Comic Con exhibition also included displays of comic

the aliens.”

Artist Jim Lee

books, anime, clothing, figurines and artwork displayed by individ-

ual artists.

The network played its Friday night shows commercial free and presented a
limited edition Battlestar Galacticéigurine to the first 500 people upon entry.
Additionally, they played Stargate SG-1a show made from a hit
movie, and Stamate Atlantis a spin-off of the original show.

Stargate SG-1'is entertaining and worth your time to watch,” Indar
i| said. Senior Trim Beqiri agreed. “It’s a good show,” Trim said. “I like

Saturday they showed an extended trailer for the movie Ultraviolet.
There was a question-and-answer session with the movie’s lead
actress Milla Jovovich.

“She knows how to play her role,” Indar said. Senior Oscar Urbina
concurred. “Milla Jovovich is sexy,” Oscar said.

Products and artwork were presented by companies like Marvel, ADO, Dark

Horse, Image, Jinx, Topcow, Tokyo Pop, Udon and Viz. Comic book publish-
ers distributed information about their products and gave out some samples.
Artists also drew commissioned pictures for customers. A big part of Comic

Jonavich has played in other sci-fi movies such as The Fifth Elemenand both
Resident Eviimovies. “Milla Jovovich is a great actress,” Emmanuel said.
“The emotion she conveyed in The Fifth Elementvas incredible.”

Marble Hill School for International Studies




Pregnancy can lead
to dropping out of
school, data says

By Ana Ortega

“It’s not easy having a kid and being young and not
being able to do what girls my age are doing,” said
one 17 year-old mother. Today, teen pregnancy is a
world issue, as some teenagers are becoming par-
ents before they become adults.

Why are teenagers becoming parents at such an early
age? There’s no definitive reason, but some blame
broken homes, limited education, peer pressure to
have sex and even parents who maybe care too much.

One teenage mother who was interviewed for this
story said, “My mother is too overprotective. One

day I went out because I was tired of her being so

overprotected and didn’t go back home and now I
have an eight-month baby girl.”

Teen pregnancy rates are high among Hispanic
teenagers. According to some statistics, 72 percent of
pregnant teenagers are Hispanic. Half of pregnant
teens will end up dropping out of school. “Many
Hispanics girls are having kids and don’t even fin-
ish high school,” said one mother of a teenage mom.

How can we prevent teen pregnancy? Abortion is
one of the solutions that some teens choose. Accord-
ing to statistics, as many as 30 percent have abor-
tions, while the rest choose to give birth.

There are many ways of preventing pregnancy,
including using a condom or other birth control
during sex, or abstaining from sex all together.

One young woman said, “It's good to use birth
control but also to wear condoms.”

Condoms can prevent sexually active couples from
getting pregnant and from passing sexually trans-
mitted diseases, like HIV and AIDS. Many teenagers
think that birth control is 100 percent sure—that the
person using it won't get pregnant. That may not
always be the case. If you choose to be sexually
active, make sure you protect yourself, and get ad-
vice from a doctor.

Safe sex means protecting against STDs

By Mohammed Raju

Every 13 minutes or so someone is being infected
with HIV, the virus that can lead to AIDS. Shocked,
don’t be! Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) like
HIV affect people of all ages, regardless of their
background or gender.

HIV is “an epidemic that attacks the uninformed,
and [also] those with low self esteem,” said Mr.
Pesola, who taught Health last year.

In the United States alone there are approximately
15 million new cases of HIV each year. STDs are
generally caused by a pathogen—for instance, a
virus, bacterium, parasite or fungus—that is spread
from person to person mainly through sexual con-
tact. STDs can be very painful, irritating, devastat-
ing and even life threatening. Yes, you could die.
From this moment on, know the kinds of risks that
you’re about to get your self into. You are too special
to go to waste! Over the last couple of decades more
than 20 STDs have been identified, but there could
be more. Scientists are still in the process of finding
a cure to AIDS.

Students at Marble Hill are turning into young
adults and many are getting old enough to make
their own decisions about life without any paren-
tal supervision. In the future, some students will
get into sexual relationships, and some might
have multiple sexual partners. Before you get
involved with any sort of sexual contact, you and
your partner should take this subject very seri-
ously and get a check up with your doctor on a
regular basis.

This topic is serious, especially for those that are
infected by deadly diseases like HIV. Former NBA
player Magic Johnson has lived for nearly 15 years
with HIV. But the truth is Johnson has a lot of
money in his pocket so therefore he can treat himself
with good medication. But an average American
who is infected by the virus cannot afford those
sorts of medication. STDs most commonly occur in
sexually active teenagers and young adults, espe-
cially those with multiple sex partners. An esti-
mated 200 to 400 million people worldwide are
infected, representing men and women of all eco-
nomic classes. According to the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, in the U.S. more than
13 million people are infected each year and more
than 65 million have an incurable STD. But statisti-
cally, STD incidence in the U.S. has declined over
the past 15 years, although rates among certain
populations have increased.

Some STDs cause relatively harmless infections,
producing few or no symptoms. However, some
produce chronic asymptomatic effects such as
Chlamydia, an STD with few or mixed symptoms.
Some people carry the disease for days or weeks,
while others carry the disease for longer periods,
even for life. Also, there are those who may carry
the disease and may not even know about it. During
this time, an infected individual, or carrier, can
spread disease. We have be very careful and make
sure we know the people who we become sexually
active with. Good practices include using condoms
during sex and not having multiple sexual partners,
or refraining from sex all together until you're older
and in a committed, permanent relationship.

Photograph, continued
from page 5

get married.

Only... marriage is supposed
to last forever

No matter what, always stay
together.

True love never dies

So obviously theirs was just a
big lie.

And I'm put in the middle for
everything.

And like Amerie it’s just this
one thing that has me tripping
But unlike others, I'm not
scared to admit it.

See...I can live it

I can breathe it

But that doesn’t mean I can
take it

And I could feel it

I could fake it

But I just can’t forget it.

I'm 16. She treats me like I'm 10

Damn it mommy get with the
program

This is now, that was then.
They never knew that I got
teased when I was younger.
Like, “Hey she practically has
no mother and father.”
“Ha-ha ... your parents are
separated.”

“Hmph ... I guess they weren't
dedicated.”

Well we know,

There’s nothing that can turn
this frown upside down

This friction I'm surrounded by
keeps going round

And it’s not so exciting for me
to announce

And since I'm sobbing it’s too
hard to pronounce ...

Yeah my parents aren’t in love
anymore

But it’s this picture that's
gonna make me soar

Because it’s the only thing
That makes me, me.

Though right now it’s not

So exciting to see

Back then it was the air that I
breathed.

I still remember seeing daddy
walk out the door

Even at such a young age,

I knew from then on it
wouldn’t be the same anymore.
You would think she’s much
too young

But a father leaving with
packed up bags obviously
doesn’t seem right to a little
one.

And the way mommy made us
say goodbye ...

And my dad’s voice, the way
he replied,

You know of course I started to
cry.

Though me and my brother
didn’t understand completely
We still knew that this
shouldn’tbe ...
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Food in class would
feed higher grades

By Karen Guante

Different from big schools, which allow students
to eat at all the time and even in class, the small
schools are stricter about their rules. This is the
opinion of Diana Marte, now a Marble Hill junior,
but who used to study at Walton
High School. The rule at Marble Hill
is that students are not allowed to eat
in class—a difference from big
schools such as Walton and Kennedy
High School. One teacher Ms. Drill-
ing, who teaches Chemistry at Mar-
ble Hill, said that students would not
be focused on class but on food, if
they were allowed to eat all the time.
ASPIRA assistant Jodn Martinez

not eat breakfast at home, and buy it at the grocery
store. But they don’t get any time to eat it.

In Kennedy, “Teachers don’t say anything about the
students eating in class,” said Jorge Luis Perez a stu-
dent at Kennedy who also used to be at Walton. For
that reason he argues that to eat in class is better for
the students and that the real fact is that if the stu-
dents can't eat in class, they will be looking at their
watches to see when the class ends, because often
students are waiting for a break to eat
candy or food.

Students at Marble Hill such as Rosa
Perez believe that “If students could
eat in class they would understand
better because they won’t need to be
worried about their digestive systems,
and they would put their brains to
work.” Although eating in class is not
professional—because in those big
meetings with important people, peo-

thinks that students should not be

allowed to eat during class time because the class-
room will become a dirty place, due to the food
and garbage left by the students. Opposing these
views are students like junior Rosa Perez who
believes in the idea that if the students are al-
lowed to eat during class time, they will feel more
comfortable and free.

Alot of the students come to the school and get
hungry by second period and they can’t eat. This
leads to students secretly eating during the class
and also makes them worry about being caught by
the teacher instead of focusing on their work. This,
in total, means that students are being disrespect-
ful to their teachers and are not concentrating on
what they should be doing. It would be better to let
them eat in class, and then there won’t be any dis-
traction.

The length of time between classes is extremely
long, and lunchtime is very late in the day. That's
why students are thinking about eating all the time.
For example, at Marble Hill classes starts at 9:00
a.m. and lunch is around 1:00 p.m. For four hours
students are thinking about food, some of them do

ple don’t eat because it’s impolite to
talk with your mouth full—students should be al-
lowed to eat, but in a limited way.

In big schools such as Walton, it is all right to eat in
the classrooms maybe because they realize that
teenagers need constant food for their development.
Also, they know that teens use calories when they
are working and after that they need to gain that
energy back, said Mr. Colon, an assistant principal
at Kennedy. But even though those arguments are
very clear, many people think that teens won't di-
gest the food well, if they’re eating during constant
exercise or schoolwork.

Schools need to permit their students to eat during class
time, so that they pay more attention to what is going
on in the class. A good situation that shows that eating
in class isn’t so bad is that while taking the Regents
exams, teachers let students eat to keep them awake.

Finally, students should be allowed to eat, like about
15 minutes during each class, but without using it as
a time for fooling around. If you are in favor of this
change we should speak with the principal or pre-
sent it to the student council.

Calling for student
cell phone rights

By Ana Capois

Teachers bring their phones. Security officers bring
their cell phones. Even the principal and other
school staff bring them. So, why can’t students? The
Department of Education does not allow students
at any public school to bring cell phones because
they tend to be distracting, officials say. However,
they don’t seem to understand the importance of
allowing a phone call inside the school.

Cell phones should be allowed in all public schools,
especially in high schools since it already is easier
for primary school and middle school students to
bring them inside schools. High school students
have a high security system in their schools. These
security systems include security officers, x-ray
scanning machines like those used in the airports,
and in some high schools, New York City police
officers patrolling the halls.

An important reason why cell phones should be
allowed is because parents get worried when they
don’t know where their children are after school.
Maybe their child stayed to do a project. But maybe
an accident occurred, or maybe there is just a traffic
or public transportation problem. If students had
their cell phones these parents wouldn’t have to
worry about their kids.

Cell phones can also be safety tools. For example,
what if a stranger had intentions to hurt a stu-
dent? It could be anyone in school or out of
school. What if there is a big fight or a shooting?
These are just some of the few scenarios that
could happen and help could be miles away
without a cell phone in hand. Yes, it is true that
some students won’t pay attention to the class if
they have their cell phone whether it is because
they are talking on their phones or text messag-
ing. But this can be fixed.

Continued on page 9

Metal detectors slow us down, but help keep us safe in school

By Geraldine Mena

Many students tend to debate whether metal detectors are necessary in schools.
Even though many students are okay with having metal detectors, others are
upset at the fact that students are treated like criminals when they enter the
building. Big schools like Kennedy, Clinton, Taft, Columbus and Evander have
to deal with these issues. Metal detectors are necessary in schools to protect
students and make it a safe environment for everyone. Students and teachers
can go about their daily endeavors in a safe and orderly fashion. But students
complain that it is a hassle to get scanned in the morning.

A junior who attends DeWitt Clinton was furious about the issue and stated
that metal detectors in schools are a waste of time. “If an incident is bound
to happen then its going to happen regardless if we have metal detectors or
not, sorry to say,” she said. Scanning may make students late to their first

period class no matter how early they leave their homes. Some students
stated that having metal detectors is an advantage for outsiders. Outsiders
can attack students more easily because they know these students do not
have any type of weapons. Another disadvantage of having metal detectors
is many students tend to leave their personal belongings at the scanning
machine and end up losing them for good in the commotion.

Having metal detectors has a good side. Metal detectors are good because
they can lead to a safer environment. It helps get rid of distractions towards
education like cell phones, iPods and CD players. Another reason is they
help prevent weapons from getting inside the schools.

Although there are many cons to having metal detectors in schools, the pros
are more important and effective. Metal detectors help enforce safety. Safety
is one of the key ingredients for the best education for students.

Marble Hill School for International Studies




Don®look to MTV for answers;
all youOll bnd are frustrations

Women can
wear ties, too

By Brensy Sanchez

At Marble Hill, students have to wear a certain
dress code. For boys, one requirement is to wear a
tie. Girls do not wear ties. Boys keep complaining
that having a tie on all day is difficult, and teachers
have to ask them to put on their ties properly. Al-
though girls do not have to wear ties some of them
do, and I represent all girls that want to express
themselves by wearing a tie. I think they should be
treated as other girls are treated.

My story, maybe, is a little bit different from others.
But what I'm sure of is that many people would
agree with me that everyone has the right to self-
expression and respect, and to show how they are
unique and different from each other. I wear a tie
because, first of all, I like ties. I think that with them,
you can express a feeling, an attitude or anything
else you wish.

Second, a long time ago, like around the beginning
of the school year, I started to wear a tie, and my
beloved cousin Manuel said, “You look good and
strong with a tie. You should [wear] it everyday. But
let me tell you, people would point at you. But don’t
worry, that would make you courageous.”

Third, it makes me look unique, and I think I am. I
can prove it, and other young women also can.

And fourth, once I started wearing the tie and lik-
ing the tie, it seemed like about half of the school
never stopped talking about me, and criticizing
me. But what they maybe don’t know is that the
more people talk, the more they encourage me to
do things.

The more they criticize, the more they inspire me to
shine brighter.

As you go around the school, it is not going to be
very common to see a girl with a tie on. But still,
you can find some. There are not a lot, but they do
exist. For example, sophomore Karen Zorro says
she wears a tie because she thinks it makes her
look good. Sometimes students think that girls
who wear ties are lesbians. But that is not 100 per-
cent true.

Basically, what is being
asked for is respect and
an acceptance of self-
expression. Who cares if
I'm lesbian or not, or if I
wear a tie or not? Those
who love me have to
accept me as [ am. The
people have to let me be

By Erick Vargas

MTYV has dominated pop
culture for a quarter cen-
tury now. It plays a major

free. Let me be me.

role in teen entertain-
ment. Over three genera-
tions of music- and teen-related shows have been
watched by millions of teens from their first tele-
vised music video “Video Killed the Radio Star” to
today’s reality shows such as Sweet 16Has M.T.V
really entertained teens, or has it driven them in-
sane? This may be a question of social problems and
depression, and maybe MTV makes young adults
wish for a kind of happiness they can never really
have.

As role models for modern culture, rappers and
other big money spenders act as icons to young
adults. Explicit lyrics not only don’t make any sense,
but rap videos containing the same elements time
and again entertain people. Gold teeth and shiny
cars have become what people envy.

Why do many teens suffer from depression and
social anxiety? Things that are displayed as
“co0l” on TV are what teens have the drive for.
Once a pop star puts foil on their teeth, a teen
would try to do the same. Some spend hundreds
or thousands on becoming just like Britney
Spears instead of who they truly are. This is
what the entertainment and advertising busi-
nesses want. Once you see yourself as “incom-
plete if you don’t have this,” TV programming
becomes a subliminal message for products sold
to the tremendous number of teenage customers
who can drive the markets high with their crav-
ings.

The Hollywood “affair” is not only money
through film, but also through products and ad-
vertisement. Once people like “cabbalists” Lind-
say Lohan or Madonna wear a red string on their
wrists, cabbala centers and companies are sure
that a simple string can be sold for $20 just be-
cause a pop star has worn it. This is why many
MTV stars are starting their own clothing line
such as Duff and J. Lo.

The market now depends on the success of a singer
who targets the teens who wish to be just like
them. But where are the real teens? Behind the
makeup and fake hair, are these teens living in the
real world? No, not the show Real World. What
about our current issues and what could be a teen
success rather than just copying others? These
teens soak their eyes in scenes of a house displayed
on MTV Cribs, a car from Pimp My Rideg and a wild
out party from Sweet 16. How about just a little
touch from a hot and sexy date from shows like
Road Rules or Room Raiders?

Our nation’s poor watch the wealth of others. What
people cannot stop seeking the treasures of others?
But can materials such as a $3 million necklace be
the real treasure?

This creates envious characters in teens. The
plastic of the famous adds to the jealousy and
wants of the youth. Youth are being ruined over
rocks and metals. But that can all be studied in
chemistry. The creators of MTV and the pop star
business are geniuses, no doubt about it. They
finished high school and probably went to top
colleges.

Hairstyles similar to peacocks are so popular be-
cause of one person who looks like a bird, Paris
Hilton. Teens learn their new vocabulary from these
people. One becomes famous and can replace the
word “boop” for the word “door.”

Of course MTV is not all negative. They do support
HIV/ AIDS projects and allow no smoking messages
on their commercials. But at the same time they
show rappers doing actions in their videos that go
against these messages. Would a rapper ever ruin
his reputation for a no drugs commercial? What
would the meaning of his lyrics be if he were ever in
such a commercial?

MTYV is a fun source of entertainment and it allows
for freedom of expression. But their entertainment
affects self-esteem. MTV is an emotional game. The
owners know how to trigger a person’s eyes.

At the same time, MTV does show fun and great
music. Many times the videos and music have no
relation. The way these pop stars become famous
can be shown as a story of pushing yourself to suc-
cess. They don’t show that story very often on MTV.
MTV News is shown twice a day but it is mainly
concerned with issues key to the advertisement
industry.

Teens are in a state of confusion and self-discovery.
They are easily fooled by what is shown to them. A
child clashing with the adult world is changed
when they don’t act like themselves.

More and more teens are prescribed Prozac and
other anti-depressants, maybe more than senior
citizens who have already lived through the hard-
ships of life. The elderly who suffered through the
Holocaust may be less confused and depressed then
teens drooling over a shirt.

MTV does not display the real world. What is
shown is what people want in their world—what
they seek but cannot find.

MTYV interferes with a person’s potential. Real life
and the fake entertainment world can never be
mixed.
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cleaning up

By Victor Madera

Hip-hop is a genre of music that is very contagious because of its rhythm, words
the rappers use and the free expression in its songs and videos. But hip-hop is a
bad influence on people, especially on teenagers, because most teenagers tend to
follow the bad advice more than the good advice. Many rappers use the genre to
show violence and rivalry. But not all rappers use hip-hop this way; some use it
as entertainment or to send a message.

Rappers use hip-hop for different reasons, but most rappers use it show themes
of rivalry and violence. Also, the use of bad language makes hip-hop a bad
influence. Rappers should reduce the levels of these kinds of corruption and
negative influences in their songs.

To remind us that hip-hop is a bad influence, we can give examples about some
rappers that use hip-hop this way. Rappers like 50 Cent, Snoop Dogg and Tony
Yayo, in most of their songs and videos, promote violence and rivalry. “Drop It
Like It's Hot” is a Snoop Dogg song that shows rivalry. Snoop Dogg sings about
others rappers like he literally wants to kill them.

Street language is another thing that makes hip-hop a bad influence on its listeners.
50 Cent is a rapper who in all his songs uses street language. Rappers use the f-
word, the n-word and other curse words that all come from street language.

Rappers also use hip-hop to show that they have a lot of money and to show
money as the most important thing in the world. For example, I think that if
you are making a video, you don’t need to show money.

In conclusion, I think that rappers should reduce the corruption and bad influ-
ences in their songs and videos. I think that if they do this, it won't affect the
genre. It will be equally popular or maybe even more because then it will be
talking about positive things.

Secondhan
smoke must
be put out

Kreshnik Shala

Smokers should quit because of secondhand

smoke. Secondhand smoke is a big problem in the world. Some people believe
that smokers are stupid for smoking. I believe that secondhand smoke is dan-
gerous and it can kill a lot of innocent people. Secondhand smoke may be
worse than smoking.

Some people believe secondhand smoke is wrong. Secondhand smoke is
more dangerous than just smoking. It cannot be stopped because many
smokers won’t stop. What this means is that people smoke around other
people without knowing what can happen. Some smokers believe their ciga-
rette smoke doesn’t do any damage to the other people around them. But it
does. They may believe it’s not that big of a problem.

Continued on page 10

By Ting Ting Cao

Homosexuality is a topic that has been discussed by
society a lot. This is not a new topic, but the opinions of the people are still
strong and varied. In some countries, homosexuals are not allowed to marry.
But in some, gays and lesbians can marry. Gay people have suffered a lot. They
have been treated unequally by people. Should gay people have rights?

To me, gay people should have the rights to do things, to marry. Gay people
have suffered since people first began discussing homosexuality. Their lifestyle
is not supported by many of the people. Being gay is not something that makes
you guilty.

People always say homosexuals are not traditional. However, there are millions
of things that are not traditional. Who really cares? Being non-traditional is just
an excuse for people to talk about gay people. But homosexuals have done
nothing wrong. There not terrorists, and they have not hurt the society at all.
We should not treat them badly.

People also say God created man and woman and that is why men should
marry women. But in gay peoples’ minds, they are a part of God’s diverse crea-
tion, too. Gay people are also human beings. They are born as homosexuals,
and this is not a choice for them.

There are many people who are gay. As much as ten percent of the population is
homosexual. However, some people still do not like them. People might say gay
people cannot reproduce, so why are they with a same-sex person? People do
not know everything. You liking a girl or a boy is just a word, “love.” Because
they love each other, that is the reason for being together. Also, they think gay
people will influence the society, but there are now many other things that al-
ready influence the society. Many Christians do not like homosexuals in their
religion. Gays have been abused by some Christians. The attitudes of some
churches and some Christians can hurt homosexuals a lot—emotionally, spirit-
ing and personally.

When we have so much negative thinking about gays, we talk so much about

them negatively. They might be next to you or me and hear it all. We can hurt

people so easily. There are people who are gay but might pretend not to be be-
cause we have so much negative thinking about homosexuals. We make them
feel sad, even though they pretend to be normal.

Eleventh grader Xiao Peng Chen says, “Love is everyone’s freedom.” Yes, this is
true. Many homosexuals have been married. Freedom is for everyone.

In conclusion, gay people should be equal. They should have the rights to be like
others. Also, people should treat them equally. The government also should pass
more laws that allow them to marry and to ensure they are equal and protected.

Phones continued from page7  are about to leave, they could check
out their phones.

One way to resolve this problem is

to make the students turn their cell
phones off when they enter school
or while class is in session. Another
way could be if students check in
their cell phones at the beginning of
the day. Then, when the students

If anyone wants to help they could
sign a petition that will allow stu-
dents to bring their cell phones
inside school. Just remember that
cell phones could be safety tools for
the students.
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Searching for
the perfect pet?

By Xing Xing Li

A few weeks ago, the female hamster in my home had
her first litter. She had five baby hamsters, which were
first found by my brother. When he opened the cage,
the mother bit his hand. She looked skinnier than
before, and the new babies looked like five red “meatballs” in the hamster’s house.

With some care, hamsters can make for a great pet in urban areas, like New York.
They only need a little space to live, like one or two cages based on the number of
hamsters you decide to have. They are nocturnal. You can spend your evenings
and nights taking care of them, and still go to school or work in the day.

“Hamsters are awesome,” says senior George Zacatelco.

Hamsters are always doing some funny moves, like putting their legs over their
head. It is the way they spread their scent over their body. They have a good
sense of smell and a good hearing ability. However, hamsters do not have good
vision, and everything they see is unclear or in shadows.

If you want to buy a hamster, you have to understand how to take care of it. They
have about an 18-month to two-year life-span. When you buy it, you have to be
ready to take care of it for their whole life. Hamsters can be bought at most pet
shops, like Petland. You also need to buy a cage, sand, food and a water fountain.

“Hamsters poop a lot,” says 11th grader Charlie Rios, who owns a hamster. So,
the cage needs to be cleaned once every two days. This will keep the hamster
clean.

The hamster just might be the perfect city pet. “Hamsters are fine, as long you
don’t released it,” says Science teacher Ms. Olsen. Hamsters are some of the
fastest breeding mammals in the world. From birth, it takes a baby only about
two months to be fully-grown.

Be careful. If you buy hamsters of different sexes, you'll need to buy more than
one cage. If the female gets pregnant, she might attack the male. Another reason
is that after the babies are born, the female can get pregnant again right away, if
the male is not removed. And you will get a new litter while the first litter is still
nursing. Two hamsters can quickly turn into seven, or more!

Smoking, continued from
page 9

Secondhand smoke is a problem
today and it will continue. People
who don’t smoke shouldn’t be
around smokers. My mother
smokes and I know I should try to
stay away from her because her
smoke could give me cancer. Any-
one who has a parent who smokes
should do the same.

Doctors think differently—smoking
is bad, but smoking around other
people is worse. Some smokers
might think that it’s not their fault if
they smoke and people are around
breathing in their secondhand
smoke. It's the people that come

around them. It’s their fault if they
become sick from the smoke. Many
smokers who don’t care about their
own lives, might not care about
those of others.

Sometimes smokers forget and they
smoke around other people who
don’t smoke. Smokers really should
know that they are killing them-
selves and others.

Secondhand smoke is a problem
that’s hard to stop. And it can be a
difficult issue for people to deal
with. What I mean is that people
have a hard time with people who
smoke. People say it's dangerous,
but some don’t think so.

The best you can do is to stay away
from smokers and keep smokers
away from us non-smokers.

Maybe the World
Cup will help

respect in U.S.

By Ben Owusu

Soccer is the world’s sport. But it has zero respect in the U.S,, and that is not fair. It's not
even shown enough on TV. So they should, at least, show more soccer games on TV.

It's a world sport meaning that it’s played by almost every country in the
world. But inside the U.S. many people focus mainly on sports like baseball,
basketball and American football. A lot of people in the U.S. say that soccer
shouldn’t be shown because it’s boring. They say it takes too long to play. A
soccer match is played in 90 minutes. If you watch soccer in another country it’s
exciting because the players and fans put real effort into it.

Soccer is the most popular sport and it has the most people watching the most
popular tournament ever—the FIFA World Cup. It's huge because it takes a year to
qualify. Two-hundred twelve countries fight for 32 spots, and 32 teams are selected
to compete in the tournament. They each have a chance to fulfill their dream to
become the best in the world. It’s bigger than baseball’s World Series, the NBA
Finals of basketball, and American football’s Super Bowl put together. Therefore, it
makes sense that the sport should be shown on TV in the U.S. more often.

One internet site claims that the Olympics has a viewer rating of over 400 million
people, but the FIFA World Cup has 25 days of matches and a total number of
viewers that reached over 28.8 billion. That's nearly 1.2 billion viewers per day.
Compared to the ratings of the highest rated Super Bowl, which had only 97,080
viewers, this shows that there must be millions of soccer fans in the U.S. If you
show more games you will get more viewer ratings, meaning more money.

Senior Allan Alcantara is a huge soccer fan and one of the most skillful players I
have ever seen. He agrees that soccer is the greatest sport and should be shown
more on TV.

Many people claim that soccer is easy to play, but in reality it’s not. Soccer is
one of the only sports in the world that you are not allowed to use your hands.
The only person that’s allowed to use their hands is the goalie and any player
who is throwing the ball in bounds. it’s hard to control the ball using only you
feet. In soccer there are no timeouts. You play for 45 minutes without rest. Now,
does that sound easy? I don’t think so.

Soccer should be shown more often on TV because it is so popular in the world.
The U.S. doesn’t show it because some people say its boring, it takes too long.
But if the rest of the world is making millions of dollars from ratings, the U.S.
could make money, too. There are many soccer fans that are begging to see soc-
cer on TV. So my solution is to show more soccer games on TV and show FIFA,
too. Then, compare the ratings to other sports and we’ll see which are higher.

earn soccer some
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